2010 Book Festival Statistics

produced by the

    Virginia Foundation for the Humanities



                        Held: March 17 – March 21, 2010  Charlottesville, VA – Source: Returned program evaluations.


             Evaluation percentages tabulated from total number of respondents to each question. Sample size  4,729.

Festival Rating – “great” or “excellent”……………………………......94%

Number of Public Events and Programs…………………………….…...160

Number of Youth / school Programs…………………………………..…....57

Average Attendance




At an adult program………………………………………………………….…87



At a youth & school program …....……………………………………….......156

Number of Participants……………………………………………………….... .345



Authors and writers……………………………………………………….. ….307



Publishers, editors, and other professionals …....……………………….........38
  



Total   345

Total Audience………………………………………..……………….……...…..22,193

Attendees stating that programs broadened their thinking…97%

Audience Profile (adult programs):



From Charlottesville/Albemarle…………………………………….….…
…………..68%


Other Virginia localities…………………………………………………………….…..23%


Out-of-state—from 35 states………….……………………….…………………………8%
(AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, IA, IL, KY, MA, MD, ME, MI, MO, 
NC, NH, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, TN, TX, VT, WA, WI, WV)             


Other countries and U.S. territories -- 6 countries……………….…………………..<1%
                   (Canada, Israel, Mexico, France, England, Germany)




Out-of-area audience staying overnight in hotels…………………..…………..……27%


Percent of attendees buying at least 1–5 books………………………………….…....66%
      
Festival Information Obtained (multiple responses per survey possible):


Word of mouth…………………………………………………………………………..23%



Newspaper /Magazine………………………………………..……….………..….…. 22%


Web site (www.vabook.org)…………………………….…………………………....…..15%



Email Newsletter…………………………………………………………………….......11%



Received Advance Mailings……………………………………………………….…….9%




VFH Newsletter…………………………………………………………………………..7%

               Other (school, co-worker, etc.)……………………………………..….…................…..... 7%



Radio / TV……………………………………………………………………….…..........6%

“March in Central Virginia comes in like a lion and goes out looking for a librarian, list of favorite Virginia Festival of the Book authors in hand.” --Ken Wilson, Caar Real Estate Weekly, March 11, 2010
“It’s like coming to a family reunion.”  --Lee Smith, author, quoted in The Daily Progress, March 17, 2010
“Every year in March, the Virginia Festival of the Book comes along to dispel the notion that reading books has gone the way of the eight-track tape.” --Lisa Provence, The Hook, March 11, 2010
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