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 2009  School and Youth program application

Priority Application Deadline: 


 by December 5

Accepted Programs Finalized by Provider:        
by January 12

 read instructions at the end of document before completing
       This is a preliminary proposal.

       This is a final, confirmed version.
SECTION I.
Organizational Information 
SCHOOL OR ORGANIZATION NAME:      
CONTACT PERSON NAME:      
ADDRESS:     
CITY/STATE/ZIP:     
EMAIL:      

PHONE:      

FAX:       


SEE THE FACT SHEET FOR DEFINITIONS AND FAQS

SECTION II. 
Title, Description, Moderator, and Participants.

Select One

      Our School/organization is  having an in-sarranging its own event.
      Our School/Organization has selected someone from the list of those who have submitted applications to the Festival.

 Note:  Festival organizers receive many applications and book samples.  A list of applicants is available upon request and books can be reviewed at the Festival offices.

In addition, Festival staff is available to discuss or recommend presenters and to assist with arrangements, especially if schools/groups want to “share” a presenter.

Program Title:      
7-words or fewer preferred
Program Description:
35-word maximum; put in present tense, e.g. “Jane Doe shares her book …”  NOT “Jane Doe will share her book …”.
Organizer / Moderator / Introducer   
Address: 
Email: 
 Phone: 
Proposed Participant 1:      
.

Proposed Participant 2:      
SECTION III.  Date and Time.

Tentative Date     Tentative  Start Time (if all day, list the start time and note that it is an all day event.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Wednesday, March 18

 _____________________________  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Thursday, March 19


________________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friday, March 20       

________________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Saturday, March 21     

_________________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Sunday, March 22         

________________________________________
SECTION IV.  Event Logistics.


A.    Venue:     

Street Address:
     
If venue is the same one as listed in Section  I, just write Same as Above
B.    Book Signing

Book signing to follow?               FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
No     

C.  Is this event

1. For the School Community/ Organization  Only      
2. Open to the Public

      Yes          No, it is for the school community only.
 If this is a Public Event:   Publicity:  How will your organization publicize this event? List top three methods, their reach, their intended target audiences.
EXAMPLES: Mention in organizational newsletter • Signs at venue prior to event • Radio spots • Organization email lists • Related interest email lists• Begin a blog leading up to the event • Podcast on our website • Posters • Required class attendance • Newspaper  ads  • Daily Progress Final Program Purchased Ad? Contact Ad Department at (434) 978-7228 (Note:  The Festival receives no revenue from these ads.)
PROGRAM DEADLINES
Priority Application Deadline: 


 by December 5
Accepted Programs Finalized by Provider:        
by January 12
Frequently asked Questions
“Participant” is defined as a presenter: author, illustrator, storyteller, other literacy/literary professional.

“School” can be either public or private.  The term “youth organization” also may be substituted here.

1.  How do I apply to have a Book Festival event at my school?

Go to www.vabook.org; look under schedule; and click on “2009 School/Youth Program Application.”  Complete the form and return to Book Festival staff by the deadlines - before is even better!  When the application has been approved, the Book Festival staff will notify you.  

2.  What are the deadlines?

The priority deadline is December 5, 2008, 5:00 p.m.   The final deadline is January 12, 2009, 5:00 p.m.  
If we don’t have your presenters’ information by the deadline, they may not receive their Festival information packet from us regarding the publicity we can provide for them, travel arrangements (if we are helping to provide those), and invitations to author events.  
3.  What is the advantage of meeting the priority deadline of December 5?

a.  The Book Festival has severely limited funds for participants’ travel and lodging.  We anticipate that these funds will be depleted well before January 12.

b.  If more than one school wants a specific participant at the same time, Book Festival staff will schedule with the first school that applies.

c.  Events listed on applications submitted by December 5 will be eligible for all the free publicity and promotional opportunities the Festival offers.
d.  We will be able to include you in our communications and publicity to the school community, school administrators, school parents and patrons, and to the community-at-large, as well as on the Book Festival website and in the printed program.

e.  The presenters will receive the full amount of publicity and promotion, which helps promote their careers.

4.  What if our organization misses both deadlines?

You can still have a Book Festival-related event.  Please notify us as soon as you can by completing the application form.  We will try to include your event in the website and printed schedule but cannot guarantee it.
5. Will the Book Festival pay stipends or honoraria to the participants?

No.  

6.  Will the Book Festival pay travel or lodging for participants?  The small amount of  funds we do have for 2009  will be depleted quickly.  

7.  Does my school’s event have to be open to the public?

No.  On the application, you can mark it “yes” open to the public or “no” open to the school/organization community only.

8.  Can I have a Book Festival event without submitting an application or notifying the staff?

Yes, but we hope you will consider strongly being a part since it gives your school some free, positive publicity in the community.  It is one way to let school administration, the school board, parents, and the community-1t-large know the terrific events happening at your school.

9.  Does my school’s event(s) have to occur between  March 18-22?

We prefer that they do.  We know also that Book Festival dates occasionally conflict with school schedules, and some events, such as exhibitions, may begin before or end after the Festival.  Book Festival staff may be able to list those events as “affiliated” events on the website and in the printed schedule.

10.  Can my school have more than one event?

Yes!
11.  What is the theme of the 2008 Virginia Festival of the Book?

The Book Festival never has a theme.  

12.  How can I find out more about the Book Festival?

The Festival’s website, www.vabook.org, is updated frequently.  You can also subscribe to VABook News, an occasional electronic newsletter.

13. How do I get an application?  How do I submit it?

Applications can be found at www.vabook.org, click on “Schedule,” then click on “Program Provider Application,” and look for School/Educational Program Application and follow the instructions.

INSTRUCTIONS

NOTE:  DON’T HIDE YOUR EVENT BY NOT INCLUDING IT IN THE FESTIVAL SCHEDULE!  Even if it is not open to the public, it is a great way to get good publicity.  Let your parents, administrators, and boards know of the opportunities you are giving your students.   Youth and school programs are always featured in the center of the printed program, 45,000 copies of which are distributed throughout the community.  Programs are also highlighted   
Complete your application first; save it; and then upload it to the vabook.org website. 
The Festival pays no author fees, and we regret that due to budget constraints in 2009, there are very few funds for travel or lodging. 
Section I. School / Organizational Information.   We use this information to keep you up to date on Festival plans and updates and for program listings on the vabook.org website and in the final program.

Section II. Title, Description, Moderator, and Participants. Title and Description must contain all the vital information: participants, participants’ books (if applicable), and topical information. This is your program’s “face” for all print purposes, so please give it due attention.

· Titles: Be brief, informative and catchy, e.g., A Room with a Muse for a program on writers’ colonies.

· Descriptions: We recommend parenthetical placement of authors’ book titles after their names; ‘author’ is the assumed distinction unless another is mentioned (editor, illustrator, etc). Adhere to the length guidelines for descriptions.  Book Festival staff reserve the right to edit descriptions for space and consistency.
· Organizer/Moderator/Introducer:  No need to complete if this person is the same person listed under “School/Organizational Information”
Example #1

My Favorite Book Celebration
Guest readers from the Greer community and AHS creative writers share their favorite books with Greer students.

Example #2

Reading Magic at Venable
Magician and reading advocate Rob Westcott shares the magic of reading with Venable students.

Example #3

The Play’s the Thing!

Peabody School Third Grade Students perform a play they wrote themselves.
Example #3
Bluford at Buford
Gerald Purnell (the Bluford High series) visits Buford Middle school students and parents throughout the day.

Example #4
Science Fiction Illustrations

Stephen Hickman, noted fantasy and science fiction illustrator, discusses the role of art in literature with Western Albemarle Art Students.

Section III. Date and Time.  If you are asking Festival staff to help you find a presenter, let us know the best date and time for you.
        Section IV. Event Logistics. Please complete parts A-D. 
A. Venue and Street address.  If this is the same as in Section I, just put “same as above.”
B. Book Signing. Follow instructions to indicate whether event will have a booksigning and who will handle the sale.
D. Publicity. If your event is open to the public, please list the top three methods you will utilize to publicize this event and the estimated # of them employed (e.g., 100 posters in Charlottesville, Radio spots on Shenandoah Valley NPR, email to 2000 org members, etc.). See list below for ideas and suggestions; these will be judged as part of your program’s viability.                
SUGGESTIONS  FOR  CRAFTING  BIOS
40-word bios are small, we realize, but spatial constraints require concision. Begin with name; mention books and other relevant information. Please avoid qualitative adjectives not attached to objective facts present in the bio, or they will be edited:
John Doe is the illustrator of five internationally famous  children’s books, including It Was a Dark and Stormy Night and the very popular and inspirational Story of My Life.
Dorothy Allison is the author of Bastard Out of Carolina, a finalist for the 1992 National Book Award, Cavedweller,  a national bestseller and New York Times Notable Book of the Year, and the memoir Two or Three Things I Know for Sure.
Other good examples. 
Marie Arana is the author of American Chica and the editor of The Washington Post Book World.  She has served on the boards of directors of the National Book Critics Circle and the National Association of Hispanic Journalists.
Jannequin Bennett, author of Very Vegetarian, is executive chef at TJ's Restaurant, featuring Mediterranean cuisine with Asian accents, in the Jefferson Hotel— Mobile Five Star Hotel, a Triple-A Five Diamond— in Richmond, Virginia. 
                                     GOOD LUCK!  We look forward to working with You!

Early inquiries and applications are recommended to maximize our ability to help with your planning process. Deadline for Program Provider Applications: November 1, 2007.

No details will be added or changed by the Program Provider after January 15, 2008.

