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The Twelfth Annual Virginia Festival of the Book

                            March 22-26, 2006
   For program updates visit www.vabook.org, or call 434-924-6890
             Poetry
Wednesday, March 22

Best New Poets: A Reading

Sample South Indian cuisine and hear poets from Best New Poets 2005: Temple Cone, Brian Brodeur, Valerie Bandura, and Sandra Beasley. 

2 p.m., Maruthi Indian Restaurant
Curl Up With a Companion: Tough Times Companion II
Readings, performances, and discussion of how and why this book is a companion for hard times--by contributors Angela Daniel, Judy Longley, Christopher Morris, and Julie Portman.
4 p.m.  Gravity Lounge
Making History: John Hope Franklin and Rita Dove

John Hope Franklin (Mirror to America) and Virginia Poet Laureate Rita Dove (American Smooth) reading and conversation.

8 p.m.  UVa Culbreth Theatre

Thursday, March 23

UVa Graduates Reading

With poets Lara Glenum (The Hounds of No), Mary Szybist (Granted), and Gail Wronsky (Poems for Infidels). 

4 p.m., UVa Bookstore

Women Poets Writing Past: A Reading

Virginia poets of historically-based collections--Sarah Kennedy (Double Exposure), Claudia Emerson (Late Wife), and Camille Dungy (What To Eat, What To Drink, What To Leave for Poison)--read and discuss their research processes.

6 p.m., New Dominion Bookshop

Intersections: Poetry and Painting

Aaron Baker, Jen Chang, Temple Cone, Jeffrey Levine, Mong-Lan, Gregory Orr, and Susan Williamson connect poetry and visual art.

8 p.m., Les Yeux du Monde

Fernando Opere: Poetry in Spanish and English

Poet Fernando Opere reads from his poetry. 

UVa Department of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese

8 p.m.  UVa Bookstore
Friday, March 24
New Asian American Poetry
With Sarah Gambito (Matadora), Mong-Lan (Why is the Edge Always Windy?), and Vijay Seshadri (The Long Meadow). 
2 p.m., UVa Bookstore
Man, Woman, and Words

With Poet Vivian Shipley (Hardboot) and novelist Robert Schultz (The Madhouse Nudes). 

4 p.m., UVa Bookstore
Gathering Ground: African American Poets from Page to Stage

This reading presents Fellows from Cave Canem's renowned writing retreat in connection with Gathering Ground: A Reader Celebrating Cave Canem's First Decade. 
8 p.m., Gravity Lounge
Saturday, March 25

Poetry Voices:  First Book Winners

Eliot Khalil Wilson (The Saint of Letting Small Fish Go), Karen Garthe (Frayed escort), Chad Davidson (Consolation Miracle) read and discuss contests.
Noon, UVa Bookstore
What Poetry Suspends

Natasha Trethewey (Native Guard), Patrick Phillips (Chattahoochee), Charlotte Matthews (Green Stars), and Dan Albergotti (Charon's Manifest) present a reading of their work and discussion of poetry's capacity to "suspend"--to stop time, to elevate, to forestall disbelief. (VQR)
2 p.m., McGuffey Art Center

Afterwords: A Poetry Reading

Spiritual and mystical meditations on love, loss, and grief with poets Jane Hirshfield (After) and Gregory Orr (Concerning the Book That Is the Body of the Beloved).

4 p.m., UVa Wilson Hall Auditorium (Room 402)
Open Mic: Hosted by Hilda Ward

Join local poet and television host Hilda Ward for an evening of spoken word. 

8 p.m., Charlottesville Ice Park
(Signups  begin at 7:30 p.m.)  
